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for ever. Therefore his advice would generally
be that instead of raiding places under British
protection it would be preferable to raid some-
where else*
Curzon took an important step in creating the
North-West Frontier Province, consisting of
that part of the Punjab which lies beyond the
Indus. The idea was that the orthodox forms
of government by which the other districts of
India were ruled could not be applied to the
Frontier. Political Officers were given extended
powers to take immediate action, as if the pro-
vince were under martial law; the Chief Agent
whose position resembled that of a Lieutenant-
Governor, was always an officer who had
learned by long experience the ways of the
tribes.
Kitchener was desperately anxious to formu-
late a policy which would give lasting results,
and spent much time on the subject, but, as in
the case of Afghanistan, he was finally forced
to admit the impossibility of applying a general
rule. When he left India the system was much
the same as when he arrived; Political Officers
were dealing out bribes to one tribe and threats
to another; sometimes punitive expeditions
overran a valley and then came away; some-
times a small post was puslied forward to guard
an important line of advance. It was all very
unsatisfactory in the eyes of those who wanted
to reduce government to an academic science ;
things happened up in those mountains which
could not be published in the London Press.
But there were great men among the Political
Officers. Kitchener recognized their greatness